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Introduction 
 
With the conclusion of A Level studies, it is important that you now begin to think about the                  
exciting next step and prepare for undergraduate work. This booklet has been put together              
to provide a range of tasks which you should complete over the first half of the summer term.                  
With pupils having applied for such a range of undergraduate courses, you should feel free               
to tweak the instructions, where relevant, to apply to your personal area of interest and               
individual applications. 
 
Extended writing 
 
Your first task is to complete AT LEAST one of the extended pieces of writing challenges                
(there are two geared towards Business and Management, and two focussed on            
Economics). Details are on the next few pages, if you want to do an EPQ / dissertation on                  
another topic then please your teacher know and we can come up with an agreed title and                 
proposal. 
 
Continuing your scrapbook 
 
Your second task is to build up a comprehensive scrapbook in preparation for your course.               
This should really be an opportunity for you to extend your research and knowledge beyond               
the restrictions of A Level requirements, and into your chosen area of interest. 
 
Business and economics at home  
 
Immerse yourself in your chosen area of interest - read, watch, listen, think! This section               
gives you a range of resources but is not an exhaustive list. You have moved from the broad                  
range of GCSE, to the narrowed focus of A Level study to now moving to the depth of                  
learning in your chosen areas of undergraduate study. Prepare well, there is so much that               
you can watch and read to further your knowledge and understanding! 
 
Finally, there are plenty of MOOCs out there that you can search for. For those interested in                 
the psychology / economics field, this ​behavioural economics mooc might be up your street.              
For this focussing on business and management, t​his one from the University of Leeds is a                
free one for starters, but again, take control of your learning and if there are some you find                  
that are more suitable, then go for it! 
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https://www.edx.org/course/behavioural-economics-in-action
https://digitaleducation.leeds.ac.uk/going-to-university-courses/social-science-and-business-online-courses/?utm_source=DES-email&utm_medium=DES-email-teachers2&utm_campaign=UoL_teachers_campaign


Extended writing task 1 
 
Who benefits most from online retailing – consumers or retailers? (1500-2000 words) 
 
In March 2020, as the Covid-19 crisis has become established in the UK and consumers               
have been forced to change their shopping habits, online supermarkets have been            
overwhelmed with people desperate to book a delivery of the goods that they need for daily                
life. 
The change to online shopping in the UK was already well underway, and has been partly                
responsible for the closure or severe retrenchment of a large number of high street chains in                
2019, from Debenhams to LK Bennett, and from Mothercare to Jamie Oliver’s restaurant             
chains. You can find a more complete list of 2019’s closures and bailouts here:              
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/nov/06/high-street-crisis-big-names-job-losses-
store-closures  
 
Statista is a database company that collates and reports on data collected by market and               
opinion research institutes and also data derived from the economic sector and official             
statistics. In May 2019, Statista found that online grocery shopping in the United Kingdom is               
the fastest growing purchase channel, both in terms of value and growth, according to retail               
analysts IGD. You can read some highlights of their report here:           
https://www.statista.com/topics/3144/online-grocery-shopping-in-the-united-kingdom/  
 
The average value of weekly online sales in predominantly food stores more than doubled              
between 2010 and 2016, reaching 141.9 million British pounds in 2016. With the introduction              
of online grocery shopping, home delivery and click and collect in the nineties, the market               
was initially made up of the four major players on the British grocery scene: Sainsbury's,               
Asda, Morrisons and Tesco. 
Since then, online grocery sales have skyrocketed, with the United Kingdom forecasted to             
become the second largest online grocery market worldwide after China by 2020. With the              
introduction of new players, such as purely online retailers Ocado and AmazonFresh, the             
online grocery market share has changed with Tesco, Asda and Ocado the leading online              
grocery retailers in terms of edible grocery sales. 
  
Use these and other resources to research the market for online retailing in the UK, and to                 
write a response to the question “Who benefits most from online retailing – consumers or               
retailers?”. You might also find some of the resources from this search on the Tutor2u               
website helpful: ​https://www.tutor2u.net/search?q=online+retailing 
 
Competed entries emailed to Mr White by 18th May 
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https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/nov/06/high-street-crisis-big-names-job-losses-store-closures
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/nov/06/high-street-crisis-big-names-job-losses-store-closures
https://www.statista.com/topics/3144/online-grocery-shopping-in-the-united-kingdom/
https://www.tutor2u.net/search?q=online+retailing


Extended writing task 2  
Full entry details can be found here  
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https://www.res.org.uk/education/young-economist-of-the-year.html


Extended writing task 3 
 
Full details can be found here  
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https://iea.org.uk/the-dorian-fisher-memorial-prize


Extended writing task 4 
 
Full details can be found here 
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https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Telos-competition-Entry-criteria-and-web-copy-2020-Final-Version.docx


Continuing your scrapbook  
 
Across your A Level studies, we have often had ‘scrapbook’ lessons and you all know the                
importance of immersing yourself in the world around you. Presumably you have chosen to              
further your studies in the field of business and economics because you are genuinely              
interested and now is your opportunity to take that interest further. Please no longer feel               
restricted by the A Level content or the topics we might have been studying at that time in                  
the classroom, this is now an opportunity to take control of your own learning, so take those                 
scrapbooks / create new ones and go explore! 
 
Please use the print or online versions of decent broadsheet newspapers but in addition: 
 
BBC News / economics​ and business 
An excellent starting point for up to date articles on UK and world events. Get to know your                  
way around the different areas of the business and economic sections. 
 
Economic Review - a superb magazine produced every quarter covering key events in             
economics (this link should give you the St Peter’s access to other subject magazines as               
well) 
  
Financial Times - if pupils create a personal account through our free school             
https://www.ft.com/  access, they will be able to read articles from home. 
  
London Review of Books 
Username: librarian@stpetersyork.org.uk 
Password: library1 
 
The Conversation useful journalistic website producing articles from academics and          
specialists, summarising key points in short but insightful articles. 
 
The ​World Today​ has been made free until the end of September 
To access 

1. Select the “library card” option in the top right-hand corner. 
2. Enter 257316 

  
Mrs Wong will be a great source of support for online learning during your Sixth Form and                 
whilst we’re away from school, you can find all of our temporary resources here:              
https://ifawkes.fireflycloud.net/library/remote-learning and our permanent resources     
here:​https://ifawkes.fireflycloud.net/library/usefulonline-resources​. 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy
https://my.dynamic-learning.co.uk/?csid=9781471862410&uid=fba0ae2a-46ae-41b2-8ee8-b21c1d975384&cid=26709&to=626780&gd=2019-10-01T15:21:57&ke=98C449D6C2AD644B89D1D3017F88C83D&sa=6uKeMZT1PQFYtEmVLxyX2UaaxgKGsm&mp=6
https://www.ft.com/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/
https://theconversation.com/uk
https://login.exacteditions.com/login.do
https://ifawkes.fireflycloud.net/library/remote-learning
https://ifawkes.fireflycloud.net/library/usefulonline-resources


Business / Economics at home - Reading  
 
See if you can enquire about recommended reading for your course, many lists should              
already be publicly available, for example the module for business start ups (from Business              
Management at Leeds University), offers ​these suggestions​, whilst Economics at Warwick           
offers ​these suggestions​.  
 
If you can’t find the recommended reading lists then use your initiative - email course tutors                
or general admissions to your preferred institution. Try ​www.thestudentroom.co.uk or ask           
any OPs for recommendations.  
 
Finally, don’t forget our dept reading list is available on the ​department area of ifawkes​,               
target a few books over the summer term (and beyond), don’t forget to write mini reviews                
and analysis in your scrapbook. 
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http://lib5.leeds.ac.uk/rlists/broker/?bbModuleId=201920_30537_LUBS1890&bbListId=_6478887_1&bbLastListId=_5522109_1&s=l
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/current/ug/induction/before-you-arrive/summer-reading-list/
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/
https://ifawkes.fireflycloud.net/economics-and-business-studies/dept-reading-list


Business / Economics at home - Tv & online 
 
Films  
 
The Founder 
Moneyball 
The Big Short 
The Wolf of Wall Street 
The Social Network 
Margin Call 
Wall Street 
Inside Job 
Freakonomics 
Inequality for all 
 
Netflix 
 
Betting on zero  
Dirty Money  
The Pit  
The Great Hack 
Inside Bill’s Brain 
I am not your guru 
The smartest guys in the room 
 
Documentaries 
 
BBC Panorama Amazon The Truth Behind the Click  
 
Inside Rolls Royce Ch4 
  
Inside Jaguar Making a Million Pound Car Ch4 
 
Undercover Boss – Carluccios 
  
Undercover Boss – Poundworld  
  
Inside Nandos Ch5 
  
Inside Harrods 
  
Inside Cadbur​y 
  
The World’s Most Luxurious Airline 
  
The Million Pound Holiday Club 
 
The Job Interview 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwrUYS9UTeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rpymtht9RRg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XMBkFpnQJKM
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/undercover-boss/on-demand/58259-006
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/undercover-boss/on-demand/50658-006
https://www.my5.tv/inside/season-2/nando-s-a-peri-peri-big-success-story
https://www.my5.tv/inside/season-2/harrods-the-world-s-most-famous-department-store
https://www.my5.tv/inside/season-2/cadbury
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-worlds-most-luxurious-airline
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-million-pound-holiday-club
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-job-interview


The Secrets of Amazon 
  
Britain’s New Build Scandal 
  
Undercover: Britain’s Cheap Clothes 
 
TV / BBC iplayer / C4 on demand  
 
Dragons Den 
The Apprentice 
Spying on the scammers 
Can we trust Huawei? 
The truth about Starbucks and Nespresso 
The secrets of Amazon 
How to lose seven billion pounds 
 
Business / Economics at home - podcasts 
 
The Business as Usual podcast is an excellent starting point for those applying to business /                
management courses - their recent ​HRM podcast on the issue of furloughing is a very               
relevant listen. 
 
Economics in Ten Podcast (search for this under apple / google store etc) - this is your go-to                  
podcast if you want to learn about the lives, times and ideas of the world's greatest economic                 
thinkers. Each episode is a fun exploration of a famous economist using ten different              
questions. 
 
Freakonomics Radio​ - one of the leading economics books of the last decade comes to radio 
 
Planet Money​ - the economy explained 
 
IMF Podcast​ - latest updates from the International Monetary Fund 
 
The World Bank Podcast​ - specific focus on issues in developing economies 
 
Economics TED Talks​ - a large range of videos covering all sorts of economic issues 
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https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/69947-001
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/70109-001
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/64584-003
https://m.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&feature=youtu.be&v=FgObj6HmSaU
https://freakonomics.com/archive/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510289/planet-money/
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/survey/so/SinglePodcastHighlight.aspx?podcast.aspx
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/introducing-development-podcast-world-bank-group-audio-series
https://www.ted.com/topics/economics

